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Violation of the Constitution for the stqi--

port of Slavery
Mn. Editor: In my first communication,

I stilted that, by our Federal Constitution,
the Arte States posses.'cd "the nhsolutc and
linmtnhlicd rmhl of bctnir exempt and en
tircly free from the expense, the guilt and
tlio disarace of slavery and of the slave

t trade." To establish this principle be-

yond all doubt or cavil, lias been the object
ofmy second and third numbers. Having
thus disposed of that part of my subject, I
shall now proceed to call the nttention of
my rentiers to some lew ol tlio instances in

which the people of the free States have

been unconstitutionally involved in the ex-

pense of that institution; reserving, for a

future number, all reference to tho guilt
nnd tlisgrnre which lias been forced upon

us, in order to sustain and encourage slave

ry, i ins practice 01 sustaining Man;ry ui
the expense and inconvenience of the peo-

ple of the free States, had its origin in the
days of our revolution. In 1780, the au-

thorities of South Carolina sent a confiden-

tial agent to inform Congress that their State
cotihf furnish no troops to defend her terri-

tory against the British forces, as it was
necessary that her men should all remain
at home to defend their families nnd friends
against their slaves in case of insurrection.
(Vide secret Journal of Congress.) Under
llieso circumstaccs, troops were taken from
the northern Stales, to defend them against'
the British, while they defended themselves
against their slaves, and compelled llicm to
labor for the benefit of their masters. In
this way southern plantations were render
ed productive, while those of the north were
li.(X (lclituio of Jnl.Ttroro, nil J ihn lltlrfll'll nf
supporting slavery was thrown almost en-

tirely upon the northern States. By the
subsequent adoption tf the Constitution,
slavery was made strictly u State institu-
tion. Its burdens to be borne by such
States as continued them, while those States
who preferred to do so, had an equal right
to be exempt from all its evils, by emanci-
pating their slaves. Yet the practice of
throwing the burden of supporting slavery
upon the nation at large, thereby involving
the free States in its expense, has continued
down to the present day. These burdens
have been cast upon the people of tho
free States : Firstly, by appropriations
made by Congress for the direct and

purpose of sustaining slavery nnd
the slave trade. And secondly, by such
action of the executive and legislative
branches of government, as was calculated,
orentually, to produce that efiect, and, in
some instances, the refusal of Congress
nnd the Executive to net, lest such action
would relieve the people of the free States
from this burden.

To the first branch of this proposition,
I shall devote the present number.

Our first treaty, formed with tho Creek
Indians, was signed 7th August, 1700. It
contained a stipulation on the part of the
Indians to surrender up all negroes then
in their territory.

The same stipulation was contained in

nearly all our subsequent treaties with that
savage nation. 1 regret that t lie limits
prescribed to myself, will not admit of de-

tail, nnd I will here state, that if any read'
er shall call for details on any point cmljra
ced in these essays, I will most cheerfully
cive them hereafter. This covenant of the
Indians to surrender up negroes, was con
nected with stipulations to perform other
acts, and the amount paid for surrendering
negroes is therefore unknown. bor the
violation of this clause of the treaty, we
compelled them to pay to the slaveholders of
Georgia, nt one time, two hundred anil filly
thousand dollars. 1 think it a fair estimate,
to set down the sum paid to that nation, for
thd purpose of inducing them to return fu-

gitive slaves, nt three hundred thousand dol
lars. In our treaty with the 1-- lorida Judi
ans, concluded at Camp Moultrie, in 1823,
we agreed to pay them six thousand dollars,
and nn annuity ot live thousand dollars tor
twenty years. The Indians, on their part,
stipulated, "to be. active and vigilant tn
preventing Jitgitwc slaves Jrom passing
through their country, and in apprehending
and returning to their masters such as should
seek an asylum among them." -- Ofiicia!
reports and documents, now on file in
tho War Department, show, beyond con
trndictiou, that the Florida war was com
menced and prosecuted for the purpose of
regaining fugitive slaves, and to prevent
further escapes nf that clnss of people.

The expense of this war is estimated at
fortii millions of dollars.

After the close of the late war with Great
Britain, our Government demanded of that
nation compensation, for the owners, of
such slaves ns escaped to their army during
hostilities. The demand was resisted, nnd
years of diplomatic elfort were employed
in extorting from them the price of liberty
thus gained by our fellow men. Alter much
effort mid expense we obtained fourteen hun-

dred thousand dollars for the slaveholders;
but the people of tho free Slates were taxed
to defray the expense of obtaining and dis-

tributing tlio money. In 1825, and for many
years subsequent to that time, the efforts
of our Government were put forth "tn pre
vent the abolition of slavery in the fstand
of Cuba, lest the example might nfTect the
institution in our southern States." And an
agent was sent there to prevent the

of slaves. Our people of the
free States were thus involved in the ex-

pense of opposing the liberty of mankind.
In 1818, Gen Jackson marched his tinny
Into Florida ; whilo there, his soldiers, nud
the followers of his camp, took many slaves

filtm the people of that territory, and tho
.people of the freco Stales have been taxed

o .pay for tho negroes thus taken. (Vida
docaiftants on file in the office of the Secr-
ecy Ijfrthe Treasury.)

jb.$10, fcertaii) fugitive slaves took ref--1

ugo in tho Territory of Florida, and crcc-,C(.- !.

"P?" JJ& bankjoniiopalSslii.
uuniinui. nuru. inuy iiiiiuu wicir gardens,
nndclmired their', fields, nnd cultivated their
farms. General .Tnoksoti sent order!' to
General Gaines, to enter this territory ofi
tlio bpntn, to fort,
and t?

"arrest return slave's Z fl.
Cushing,

T.T'
twn.dc.lroyed. Wln J...Irttl.n Imnti linetnilfor the ofpatched purpose effecting

olijects. The lort was cannonaded wild
hot shot until tho magazine was blown up,
and two hundred and seventy men, women,
and children were instantaneously murder-
ed in cold blood, for no other crime than
that of preferring liberty to slavery. A law.
was passed in February, 183S, to pay more
tlinn five thousand dollars to the officers
nud crew, as bounty for this destruction
of our fellow beings. Our people of Ohio,
nud other freo States, were thus involved
in tho expense murdering fugitive slaves,
for the benefit of that institution.

The bill granting this sum, ns merited
bounty for killing slaves, was reported by
the chairman of the naval committee, nud
it is said, was passed upon their authority
without further examination in the House.
Many of the slave States have laws authori
zing their officers lo arrest and imprison free
colored persons who enter their States, nud
to sell them as slaves, unless the expense
iii imprisoning uiem DC pain, many iree
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expense has been incurred by Government
in sending detachments troops and of

marine corps to intimidate the slaves ol
tlie south to obedience. 1 heso instances
have been frequent : so much so, that off-

icers, commanding detachments, do not
even wait for orders from the War Depart-
ment to march their forces into any region
where appearances of insurrection nre man-
ifested. :f Every reader is nwarc that ships,
engaged in the slave trade, have been wreck-
ed 011 and near tho Uritish West India
islands; and the slaves, finding themselves
at liberty, have refused lo return.
Government has espoused the cause of lhc
slave dealers, and have for many years,
involved the people of the free States in tho
expense of obtaining, from the British Gov
ernment, the, loss which the slave merchants
sustained by the liberation of their slaves.
Thus we have been taxed for the of cx,lnct-- t

slave trade. 1 need not mention the
particulars concerning the Creole. They

... .Til I I

win oe rccoiiecicu ny every rentier, flioro
than n hundred thousand dollars have been
appropriated for the erection of prisons in the
District of Columbia. These hrisons have
been, and still arc, used liy slave merchants.
to confine their slaves until their cargoes or
cofilcs for southern markets are completed.
In former number, referred to the
that, that Democratic Legislature of our
own State appropriated tho money of our
fellow citizens, to pay themselves their per
diem, while they discussed the proper mode
of catching southern slaves. These
some of the instances in which the people of
the Iree btates Inve involved in the di-

rect expense of sustaining and supportiuo;
slavery. The amount cannot ascertained
with precision. Many have estimated it at
one hundred millions dollars, or more than
one-eigh- part of the whole sum, ex-

pended by the United States, since the n- -

unptiou 01 our rcucrni uonsiiintion, in-

cluding the expense of late war with
Great Britain. They include, in such es-

timate, the expense of removing southern
Indians, and the amount paid for the pur-
chase of Florida and Louisiana. The pro-
tection slavery, doubtless, entered into
and formed n ol the objects attained by
these purchases nnd tho removal of the

But the writer is unwilling to bring
forward, upon his own responsibility, any
estimate that admits of dispute or argu-
ment. The amount is immense when view-
ed in the most favorable light. Yet the
abuse consists in the clear and palpable
violation of our constitutional rights, rather
than in the number of dollars and cents ta
ken from our pockets, and appropriated to
the support of slavery.

The Constitution has been violated ; and
these violations have become bo frequent,
as to create alarm among our patriots
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of Jail Commissioners. A' ihe Nov.
term oflbe County Court, Holhrook, Bow-
man & Co. of Dosion, brought n suit against
Alono Pierce nnd sureties on n jail bond. It
was shown on the trial that the jail commi-
ssioners for this couiuy had ndrninislcrrd fo
Pierce lhc poor debtor's oath wpiirt d by the
Revised Stuiuies, but in their certificate of di-
scharge, certified that they had administered tho
oath which win requited by the old rejealfil
statute The county court 'ruled that this wnj
a sufficient discharge nnd no brenrh of tt.o

bond, nnd that defendants lerovor their cost,
upon I hf second plea in bar selling forth llio
above fncts. Whereupon exceptions were li-

ken by ihe plaintills, nnd the cno pas.-e- d In the
Supreme Court for dial nt the present Maif"
teiin, nnd upon argument Ihe Court reversed
tlio decision below. There were other que-
stions in the ense, such as vaiiaiireln the plea-
dings, but we believe this was substnniiall) tl
decision of the Court. At the same of
the Supreme Court, the defendants petitioned
for a mniidnmus, directing the jail eonuiiissinn-er- s

to correct their certificate, which was de-

nied.
We understand thnt the commissioners in

other counties are still iibing the old certificates!
il so, il is lime that thev understand the prob
able result to sureties oh jail bonds. .Vontptl-ic- r

lf'atchmim.

Shochim: .lecident SamuelAlfred, n son ofMr.
Mooro or Warwick, was accidentally killed on tl""
lith uist. by the. discharge of his rifle. The younj
man went up into the chamber where be kept Im
nun in Ihe morning, nnd it is supposed loaded it for

the purpose of going over ton neibbor's to fire nt1
mark. After londing thu rille,it wasbv some mean
discharged, and the contents entered liis head, kil-
ling him immediately. He waa found lying on ""J.
side o tho bed late in the afternoon by some one of

ii.. .
, never mo lam v w in im nr,.., m ;i Hu. c naiii1

"''!.' 10 llowasabouiaJrsofeWtWour.i.i ZW,","!:,U
A western cdilqr thinks that married people, with

the .
B a lamihes, must make the best Millentes,

,luul:lu lu "'cj ate moat disturbed by the "Midnight Cry.


